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TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM — DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS AND LIMITATIONS

The Indian Ocean tsunami of 26th
December 2004, which exerted a
devastating toll in human suffering and
destruction in affected coastal areas, was
a harsh  reminder that coastal ="
communities are vulnerable to natural S ——S . =
events that can produce massive [ e W Y ik

The SRC currently monitors and maintains, the seismic
network for the English-Speaking islands of the Eastern
Caribbean. Since 2004, the SRC has been partnering with
regional seismic networks in efforts towards establishing a
platform for a Tsunami and Other Coastal Hazards
Warning System for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions.
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When compared to other natural disasters, the tsunami risk in the Regional National local | Of seismic data through GSN or bilateral agreements.
Caribbean is “minor” however the impact could be “major”, with the Continued efforts to increase the number of stations in
increase in population concentrated in vulnerable coastal areas. P | the regional system are necessary to quickly and precisely
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disaster with an associated extended period of disaster recovery. 5 | R e T in the Caribbean region.
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Although tsunamis are not a frequent natural hazard in the Caribbean,
their impact can be as devastating as hurricanes or earthquakes. 1 5w | 10 achieve an effective Tsunami Warning System, SRC
‘@; compliments its monitoring capabilities with a series of
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on reclaimed land and in areas susceptible to liquefaction and land slippage. Along with monitoring and education and outreach initiatives, a COMPLETE

Tsunami Warning System requires the development of tsunami inundation
modeling and seismic source characterization. Research into this field, and
the provision of high resolution Bathymetric data is critical in the

Recent events have also
highlighted the potential for
shallow earthquakes near coastal
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